WORLDS

Cathryn Scott discovers how artist
Sarah Hope 1s using the latest in
technology to give a new lease of life
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tke mamy school children
educated through the medium
of Welsh, Cardsfl-basad artist
Sarah Hope was introduced
1o the delsghts of the Mabino-
gion at an early age.
The collection of 12 folk stories
ate back as far as the sixth-century

to one of Wales’ oldest. t

and were passed down over the cen-
turies by the cylarwydd, or professional
story teller, belore being wnitten down
in manuscript form in the 13th-century.
Pant ol the mystery surrounding the
magical myths, which are genorally
considered one of the bigpest trea-
sures of Welsh litersture, is nd-one
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. ence is one which excites Hope. “The

knows for certain who was the first to
write the stories down, Close examina-
tion of a number of manuscripts sug-
gest the tales changed and merged
over the years and what has been
passed down to us today is far ditferent
to the onginals,

1 was fascinated ‘with the exciting
myths,” says Hope, now 26. I thought
they would work well as pioces of an.”
Which they do - even more s0 when she
explaing the techniques used. “My
approach to drawings is not precious. |
witl rub owt and deaw over things. The
drawing process s suitable to the
Mabmogion as it's actually e a stoey in
fsell.” She says the dfferent branches
of her work bave built up in a semlar way
to the stories themselves, where traces
of the different layers added are sbifl vis-
ble in the final piece.

ARer displaying her Mabinogion
collection across the border in Swin-
don, Hope ~ whose twin sister Nicola
1% also an artist - has recently added
her work to the art-from-wales.com
website, an on-line gallery which
specialises In work featuring the
beauty of Wales and Welsh heritage,
letting artists promote themselves
free of charge.

The prospect of sharing this on-line
gallery with over 100 woeks and being
viewed by a potential world-wide audi-

more people who see the work the bet.
ter,” she laughs before adding that the
Mabinogion works have been well
recenved oulside Wales where paople
are fascinated by the myths.

The sketches she has so far pro-
duced relate to the first tale in the col-
lection, that of Pwyll Prince Of Dyled,
but she hopes to create similar pieces
based on some of the other stories.

Hope, who has lived in Wales all
her life apart from the few years she
tpent studying for an art degree in
Cheltenham, says this s the first
Welsh-themed work: she has pro-
duced. The artist has previously con-
centrated on paintings and sbll life,
quite a lot of which has been abstract
and sotse of which has been classed
as rather nsque, She tells me when her
Mabineglon collection was displayed
tn Swindon, she also inclinded a selec-
tion of life drawings - male mudes,
However, those in charge of the venue,
which was hosting a pantomime at the
same lime said the works were unsuit-
able for the young children in the audi-
ence. A fair point, but perhaps the fact
the works they used 1o replace Hope's
mcluded female torsos Is an indication
that the art world still has a ol to leam
about equal opportunities. |

wiww.saralhope.com
wawart-lrom-wales.com
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